CHEI3T UNITED CHlTtCH OP CHRI3T 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Dec. 
1971 
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The Organ Prelude 
•The Hyim 112 

"She Invocation (responsive ly) 
fE.iL. Give car, Shepherd of Israel, Thou 
who leadest Joseph like a flock; Thou who 
art entroned upon the cherubim, shine forth i 
Feop . Ttir up Thy might, and come to save 
us.'' Restore us, G-od; let Thy face shine, 
thst we may be saved I 

Ilin. Behold, the Lord God cones with might, 
aid His am rules for Him. Behold, His re- 
ward is with Him, and His recompense before 
: [i;:. 

Foop. He will feed His flock like a shepherd, 
Be will gather the lambs in His araa. He will 
Barry them in His "boson, and gently lead those 
that are with young. 

All O come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker: For He 
is our God, and we are the people of His 
pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 
"The Gloria Fatri 

.idvent Wreath Lighting 
The Gcripture: Ezelciel 34: 11-16 
John 10:7-16 



The Hynn 

The Scripture : 

The Hynn 

The Scripture; 



Luke 1:26-38 
Luke 2:8-10 



118 



1 & 6 



Matthew 1:18-25 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
Luke 2:10-12 

The Hynn 107 

The Offering 

The Offering Prayer 

The Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4sl-€ 
Luke 2:13-20 



102 - 1 & 3 



1 &. 4 



•The Hymn 105 

The Christmas Monologue - "Sam's Song" 
The Candlolighting Ceremony 
"The Christmas Collect (all) 

God, You have made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of Jesus the 
true Light. Grant that, having known on 
earth the mysteries of that Light, we nay 
also come to the fullness of His joys in 
heaven where He lives and reigns with You 
in the unity of tho Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever. Amen. 

'The Hymn 101 

Extinguish Candle a 
•The Hymn 120 

*The Bunediction 
*The Threefold Amen 
•The Fostludc 



'Congregation Stands 









Call to Worship: Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
Call to Confession: God sent his Son into the 
world, not to condemn the world, hut that 
through him the world might be sav#d, let us 
call upon him in confession, 
lord, have mercy upon us. 
Efcrd, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon: God so loved the "world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who 
soever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. To those who come to 
him in humble confession he will in no wise 
cast out/ Amen. 



IHUttTX CHiBffiE— TH3 UTI1EJ) CKUHCH OF CHRIST 

Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Trinity Church, Hew Bloo field 9:00 A..M. 
Christ Church, Duneannon 10:50 A.M. 
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The Organ Prelude 

•The Hynn of Prnisc 

•The Call to Worship 

"ThG Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Alnighty and 3ternal God, who didst create 
light ana life, even as wo coce into thy 
presence we would hide ourselves fror. thee 
in shaue. Our thoughts, words, and deeds are 

shadows upon us. like the joii of old, 
wo have strayed fron thy ways, losing sight 

light. Thau who cane as light into 
our dark world, we have failed in tinea past 
to perceive thee; so even now we fail in our 

ption of thy narvelous ^ift of light. 
ve fron us tho shadows that we night 
i in the radiance of hin who is the light 
of the world; even Jesus Christ our lord. A len. 
♦The Kyrie 
*The „..'jcurancc- of Pardon 

The Scripture Luke 2:1-20 

*"Plie Gloria Patri 

The Anthe i (Trinity) 

The Pastoral Prayer 

The Choral Response (Trinity) 

The Announooiients 

Tho Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

*The Daxolo^y 

•The Offering Prayer and Lord's Prayer 

The Hynn of Meditation 109 

The Sermon "What's New?" 

'The Semon Prayer 

*The Hynn of Response 11? 

*The Benediction 



•i'lie Tareeioia Auen 
"The Postlude 

•Congregation Stands 

[EEAL ANK0DHCEM3STS 

On Sunday Jan. 9th wo will celebrate the 
Lord's Supper to begin the New Year. «fe 
will also receive into ne.ibership anyone 
desiring to unite with us. 

The joint consistory neeting will be held 
Tues. Jan. 18th at ?:30 pa in Trinity 
Church, Now Eloonf ield. 

TRINITY CHURCH AM70UHCEIIE3TS 

Consistory neeting Tues. Jan. 4-th at 7 = 3C 
pn to conduct the regular business and to 
reorganize. CFltr ry^ A 

CHRIjT CHUHCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The regular aonthly consistory neeting 
will be held Dn Jan. 3rd at 7:30 pn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Steele want to thank 
all those who sent cards for their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 



' 
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"What's New?" 
Text: Luke 2:10b "Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great 
Jpy." jisx.su Jerusalem Bible. 



Several million people during World War II, 
jcsndabcp would pause each day in the early evening to listen to a news 
broadcast. The familiar and awaited voice would come on the air and the 
MB would state, "Ah yes, there is good news tonight." The man was 
Gabriel Heatter, and in a world filled with fear and frustration, a world 
filled with death and destruction, a world filled with despair and dis- 
may, the words good news, had a calming and soothing effect. Many of 
those who listened were mothers of sons fighting in many parts of the 
world. Many s±x were wives and sweethearts who dreaded the thought that 
their family would be broken up by the death of that husband or sweetheart. 
^- To each of them in their own way they listened for that ray of hope that 
indeed there was good news. 

In Palestine during the reign of Caesar Augustus the Jews 
were living in very blade and bleak times. Their nation was overrun by 
the Romans and they were at their mercy. Not only this but the trivial 
little nercenarjes hired by the Romans in each precinct were cheating 
and stealing from their fellow Jews. Perhaps if one of them would have 
been asked his feelings his reply would have been that there is no hope. 
They had to pay a great deal in the way of taxes, and they had to tolerate 
their own countrymen aiding the Roman cause. 

To the °rthodox Jew it was only a matter of time until 
G-od intervened in history again. He was going to send a deliverer such 
as Moses, and David. A man who would lead them out this bondage and 
overthrow all of this evil, much as they were delivered from the Egypt- 
ians. This leader was to be the promised one of '•'od. The Messialk. 

But alas no fiessiah was forthcoming in Israel. Each year 
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dragged on as the one previous to it. Somehow each year seemed to get 
worse and each year drove the eople deeper into despair. Who could 
- really blame them for taking the birth of a baby in stride. It was 
merely another mouth to be fed in their already overcrowded land. Birth 
and death were so common, that few people paid much attention to it, 
unless they were directly involved. 

The census called for by Caesar Augustus was responsible 
for the huge crowd in Bethlehem and the sight of a very common man along 
with a very common wife who was obviously very pregnant did not cause 
a stir or draw too much attention from anyone. Kary and Joseph arrived 
at the Inn and were not admitted. They were not being discriminated 
against, nor were they being shunned because no one wanted them. They 
had merely arrived a little too late to get lodging. The Inn was full 
and had Joseph complained to anyone, I am sure the reply would have been, 
That ' Jf tough fella, you should have gotten here earlier. I feel for 
you but I can't reach you." 

So Joseph and Hary went quietly and unobserved to the 
stable in back of the Inn. In this humble setting their baby was born. 
It wasn't until the messengers of God went to work that this birth took 
on any significance. But even then it didn't mean too much to too many, 
for after all the Messiah was to come in the form of a man and not as 
a child. After all, what could he do or accomplish? So this birth was 
accepted as another unfortunate birth and the family and child were 
mostly rejected. 

The events surrounding this birth give us some thoughts 
for reflection. There are some things that should strike us as being 
all too familiar. The incident involving the Inn has been told and re- 
told many times. The innkeeper has come into an awful lot of abuse 
skown through the years. He has been accused by many preachers as the man 
who rejected Christ. But actually if we look at his side we can see 
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that he was a victim of circumstances. He had to take care of the 
customers on hand. He was concerned with the duties of being a good 
host to those who were signed up to stay there that night. Many have 
attacked him for his lack of hospitality, but have you ever heard the 
patrons of the Inn attacked for their lack of compassion and concern 
for an obviously pregnant woman? one would think that among all of 
them, someone would have offered to share their room or to double up 
to make room. 

One day while she was walking with some children, Oueen 
nary was caught in a sudden shower. She took shelter on the porch of 
a nearby home and rang the doorbell, '/hen the woman answered she asked 
for an umbrella. She did not identify herself as the queen, but tried 
to hide her identity by pulling her hat down over her face as much as 
she could. The clothing she was wearing was rather plain too because 
she did not wish to be recognized. The woman was hesitant to loan an 
"— umbrella to a stranger and particularly a good one. The queen had told 
her, "I'll send it back tomorrow,'' but the woman went to the attic and 
returned with an old umbrella, whmch was torn and ragged. One rib was 
broken and there was a hole in it. 

The next day a man with gold braid on his uniform and an 
envelope called on this woman. "The queen sent me with this letter, " 
he said, "and also asked me to thank you for the loan of your umbrella." 
The woman was stunned and. burst into tears. "Oh what an opportunity 
I missed that I did not give her my very best," she cried. 

The Innkeeper and the patrons of the Inn perhaps would have 
said the same thing had they realized who it was that was born in that 
stable, booaue e-of their concern for— themselves., ffihere is a lot of the 
innkeeper, and a lot of the spirit of the patrons of the Inn in each of 
us. We only have so much room in us and our desires and our wishes and 
wants come first . Get to the end of the line Lord Jesus, your turn 
will come when we get around to you. 
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One of the sad commentaries of life is the fact that 
hindsight is better than foresight. After an event is over and done 
with , we can always look back and say, "If I had done this instead of 
what I did, things would have worked out better." Or, "perhaps I would 
have acted differently had I known this would have happened." 

Had the innkeeper known the Hessian was among them, he 
would have found room. Had the patrons known who iiary was carrying, 
they would have doubled up gladly. But you see they as well as we, 
only see our selfish whims that need to be taken care of. It is always 
our way that needs to be had, and in so many of the Inns of our lives 
there is no room for Jesus. 

But with all of this and through all of these circum- 
stances of the slefishness of man then and now, runs the thought and 
the reality that, "There is good news of a great Joy." The JOY of 
God coming to man, God meeting man more than halfway. God coming into 
■- his very existence. This is the good news that filled Bethlehem that 
very night. This is the JtKKXx£k2± good news that we have today, tonight 
and forever, that lod came to earth in the form of a man and through 
the life and love of that man, we can live forever with our God. 

What other good news is there possible, that can sur- 
mount this news? Can earthly goods, or wealth, or fame an' fortune, 
or anything else surpass this good news? Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us," as the Apostle 
Paul so aptly states. 

The story is told of a young Christian girl who was 
visiting a friend and former associate of her father. The elderly man 
axtcKi had sought the wealth and acclaim of the world and had done very 
well in getting both. The young ladys father was in financial difficulty 
as well as failing health. He asked the girl about her father and listen- 
ed very carefully as she told of her father's patience in his trials 
and the cheerfulness with which he could face life or death. As she 
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finished telling him about her father, the man who was deeply troubled 
by the vast difference between their lives exclaimed, "You probably 
wonder why j_ cannot be as happy and serene as your father Ik, but think 
of the difference. He is going to his treasure, and I — I MUST LEAVE 
MINE." 

Ah yes, there's good news today, tongiht and forever. 
The news of great joy, JesuB Christ is born and he is waiting for 
each of us to make room in our hearts and lives for him. /ill we turn 
him away because there is no room, or will we say as the hymn writer, 
"Come into my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for thee." 






